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Abstract:

Cash-for-votes (C4V) remains widespread in India and many democracies, distorting
accountability and governance. This study presents a field experiment with over 4,000 voters
in Tamil Nadu and Kerala to test whether correcting voter misperceptions can reduce vote-
selling. Two information treatments—one targeting beliefs about candidate wealth and
criminality, and another addressing peer norms—were delivered through in-person
interviews. The interventions had significant effects in Tamil Nadu, where misperceptions
were widespread and salient: demand for candidate transparency rose by 107%, and
donations to anti-C4V efforts increased by 25%. In Kerala, where beliefs were more accurate,
the treatments had no effect. These findings underscore the potential for targeted
information campaigns to shift political behavior in contexts of entrenched electoral

corruption.
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